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first convention last May, when a dele- 
gate was sent and, through suggestions 
received from Mr. George W. Cable in 
his charming and practical talk on the 
Northampton Prize Garden Competitions, 
brought back a definite plan. Imme- 
diately a committee was appointed ; 
$15.00 subscribed by three members for 
prizes, and other awards in the form of 
nursery stock, garden hose, seeds, and 
subscriptions to magazines secured as do- 
nations from florists, seed men, and pub- 
lishers. Altogether the prizes had an 
aggregate value of about $70.00, and were 
divided into thirteen awards, five for best 
home grounds, three for lawns, three for 
vegetable gardens, and two for flowers. 
This division was made in order to en- 
courage entrants at a time when planning 
and planting seasons were past. An- 
other year the only awards will be for 
the entire home grounds, as it was found 
that a contestant might have an excellent 
lawn, kitchen garden, or display of flow- 
ers, with a decidedly bad effect — though, 
as a matter of fact, the best grounds in 
many cases also had the best component 
parts. It was not easy at first to get the 
contestants interested, but seventy-nine 
entrants from an association membership 
of one hundred and twelve is not a bad 
showing. Interest was worked up by the 
committee members and by two talks, illus- 
trated by stereopticon slides, which were 
given by its chairman. Another year, and 
in future years, with experience gained by 
working, it is likely that the movement 
will gain considerable impetus and grow 
beyond the plans of the Rhode Island 
Avenue Suburban Citizens Association. 
The judges of this competition were Hon. 
Henry B. F. Macfarland, president of 
the Board of Commissioners of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; Mr. Glenn Brown, 
Secretary of the American Institute of 
Architects, and Dr. Lee G. Corbett, Hor- 
ticulturist of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. A feature worth emphasiz- 
ing is that this Association has made a 
start at really doing something, instead 
of simply asking for something, exerting 
its own efforts toward improvement rather 
than depending upon the paternalism of 
the Government and the weight of influ- 



ence. For, after all, the appearance of a 
locality rests much with the inhabitants ; 
an unimproved street kept clean by in- 
dividual effort will make a better show- 
ing than a well-paved highway scattered 
with scraps of paper and other refuse. 

B.A. 



workingmen's The Chamber of Com- 
suburban merce of Rochester, New 

homes York, has recently held 

a competition for de- 
signs of small houses, which has brought 
forth some good results. The object was 
to secure low-cost dwellings for working- 
men in the suburbs, single or detached, 
which would be pleasing in aspect and at 
the same time convenient in plan. The 
American Architect in a recent issue 
called attention to the design submitted 
by Messrs. Johnson and Schenck, which 
seemed admirably to fulfil all the require- 
ments, providing an eight-room cottage, 
23' 6" by 24' in dimension, with all the 
conveniences of a modern home ; excellent 
in design, and essentially livable, which 
in blocks of ten could be erected at a cost 
not exceeding $1,500. The exterior was 
to be of plaster on lath, which in north- 
ern countries has been found satisfac- 
torily durable, and wood, stained a dark 
brown. Within there were, according to 
the plan, on the first floor, in addition to 
the entrance and stair hall, a living-room 
with a large brick fire-place, set in an 
ingle nook, a dining-room and kitchen. 
On the second floor were three chambers 
and a bath room. The woodwork through- 
out was to be stained brown, the walls 
rough-finished and tinted. The arrange- 
ment and proportions of rooms were ad- 
mirable and the general appearance of 
the exterior simple and attractive. 



a progressive Carmel - by - the - Sea, a 
California small, new town on the 
town Pacific Coast, one hun- 

dred and twenty-five 
miles south of San Francisco, sets an ex- 
cellent example in its desire for civic bet- 
terment. Though still in a very raw state 
an effort is being made to develop civic 



